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Emergency Rental 
Assistance (CERA)
• Federal funding for Michigan - $1.184B ($661M – ERA1; $523 – ERA2) –
primarily MSHDA administered by way of local HARAs.  

• Rental Assistance + utility assistance + other expenses + legal assistance

• Eligibility – up to 80% AMI (priority for 50% AMI); COVID-19 financial 
impact; at risk of homelessness (or already) or housing instability   

• For ERA 2, tenant must have rent arrearage before 3/30/22, state ID, 
limited self-attestation, landlord not obligated to accept CERA

• Up to 15 months of rent arrears (after 3/13/20) and/or future rent (in 3-
month installments, for relocation, too)

• Online portal  (https://ceraapp.michigan.gov/); US Treasury guidance

https://www.michigan.gov/mshda/-/media/Project/Websites/mshda/rental/cera/Copy-of-CERA-Contact-List-5-18-22.xlsx?rev=5de3a79b896e470bbc2c591089f72cc8&hash=F32E765695192B64A548F063CBFD0EEA
https://ceraapp.michigan.gov/
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribal-governments/emergency-rental-assistance-program


Supreme court Admin 
Order 2020-17
• Mandatory pre-trial hearing
• Information about available assistance & 

resources

• CERA stay (incl post-judgment)
• Suspension of local rule (written answer before 

hearing)





CERA Wind down 

• CERA will stop accepting applications (online 
& paper) on June 30

• Pending applications will continue to be 
processed

• ERA 1 $ must be spent by June 30

• CERA can’t be paid for rent that comes due 
after September 30



CERA Wind down 

• CERA “housing stability services” funds will 
allow HARAs to continue rent assistance 
efforts

• MSHDA and large cities & counties have been 
warehousing other rental assistance funds, 
including ESG (rapid re-housing), HOME, 
CDBG (may also be State Housing & 
Community Development Fund $)

• Hope is that CERA partnerships will endure
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