File for Divorce.
Have you Served

YES

Defendant?

NO

Y
You must have the
defendant served
within 90 days of
when you filed.

A

If you can't find
Defendant, you may
have to file a motion
for alternate service

BEFORE the 90 days
expires. This gives
your summons a new
expiration date.

If you don't serve the
defendant within 90
days (or by your new
expiration date), the
case will be
dismissed by the
court.

You will have a trial and the
judge will decide the final
issues for you. You will still
have to prepare a Judgment
of Divorce reflecting what
the Judge ordered.

Wait 21 or 28 days after
service (depending on how
Defendant was served). Has
Defendant filed an answer?

NO

You will be able to

YES

A
You will need to enter a
consent judgment or go to
trial. The court will

| file a Default
1 Judgment. First,
File a Default.

schedule a case
management conference

or pre-trial.

Do you have children? If
yes, you may have a
conciliation or other meeting
at Friend of the Court.
Contact your Friend of the
Court Office to see.

Attend case management
conference or pre-trial. The
court may help you try to
negotiate a settlement or
refer you to mediation.

Y

Have you and your spouse
reached agreement on
everything in the Judgment
of Divorce, either on your

Do you have children? If yes,
you may have a conciliation or
other meeting at Friend of the
Court. Contact your Friend of
the Court Office to see.

Wait out the waiting period
(60 days for no kids, 6
months with kids).

Y

Call the court and schedule
a final ("pro con") hearing
after the waiting period is

over.

A
Fill out a Notice of Hearing and
Motion to enter your Default
Judgment. Serve the Notice and
the proposed final Judgment of
Divorce (and other papers if you
have children) on the Defendant
at least two weeks before the

‘N/O own or through mediation?

YES

Y

\When the waiting period has
ended, you can enter your
consent judgment. This may
happen at the pre-trial,
settlement conference, or at
the date set for trial.

hearing date.

Y

Attend your final hearing. You must
have your Judgment of Divorce and all
other paperwork ready and signed. If

you have

children, the Friend of the

Court may require that they pre-
approve the Judgment and Uniform
Child Support Order.

YES

Y

Did Defendant | NO
appear at the

Y

If you don't have a hearing
date on the calendar, you
may have to file a Notice of

y

final hearing?

Hearing and Motion to enter
a Consent Judgment.

Attend your final hearing. You must have

If the Defendant agrees, he/she can
sign the Judgment. If the Defendant
objects to the Judgment, the judge may
reschedule the hearing and make you
v try to work out a consent judgment
instead of entering a default judgment.

your Judgment of Divorce and all other
paperwork ready and signed. If you have
children, the Friend of the Court may require
that they pre-approve the Judgment and
Uniform Child Support Order. One or both of
you can attend, as long as both have signed
the Judgment. Make sure the Defendant gets
a copy of all the final documents.

Michigan Legal Help: Divorce Process Flow Chart

Y

Mail a copy of all the final
orders to him or her and file
a proof of service.
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